Tubers Left in Field

The Colimmbda Basin s volunieer
proflem could be salved 11 prowers were
harvesting all of the wibers grown, sald
Raobert Thonmten, WLl Extension
hortculiurst, mdding. however. that sech
s nil the case,

Thomion meviewed research over the

pist four years showmg large volumes of

tisbers are being lelt 0 the Neld at
harvest ime. Many are deep enough i
b rool 2one to be prodecied from
winter kill, he said, They come in all
sides amd shapes, from these small
enciigh to shp through the choins to cut
tber pieces and marketable tubers that
encl up where they are not suppose o be
Cut tubers and marketable mwbers left
in the fields represend harvester manage-
ment problams and must be managed
accordingly, Thomton saul. Hprvester
chuins may be oo full
or not full enough,
cuusing tubers to
boumsce out or spall
wvier vt the ground
Suggested ap-
provches Tor bette
voluniser managemen
inelude: (1) reducing
small fubser production
throueh betier femility
Iilnagemenl, perticu-
hirly meitroagen, and
IIII.'II.'_I‘\.L'I.I anenhion o
seed piece siie
using F-ounce secid
preecs — and spacing,;
(2 reducing harvester
leavings by closer
montonng of over-
loading or

underboaching, preking

et IVERC Bysan

up spalled potalo piles
left in the Deld,
|:|1:|1|||'..|.'|:|| blade manppemsent, wmd choser
attention o the Forwand speed: chain
speed rticy; (30 reducing tuber vimbility
through the use of sproul inhabitors,
such s MH-30, The problem, however,
1% that MH-30 15 not pettnmg b the tubers
being ket in the field. They are not
inhibited in their sbility 1o sprout; and
(&) reducing tuber survivalulity, This
meludes after-harvest nllage. keeping i
ming that tubers need o temperature of al
cnst 25 I po be kalled

It shaould b remembered that the
mapority of tubers left in the held after
harvest are not o result of an equipmient

Chaalt Plommsey Aoanaiey e Aot ar

management problem, Thormien
stressedl, They represent a design
problem, of smaller wbers falling
through the chains

Such leavings are being distribugesd
throwghout the sodl profile, he sad,
adding that a fegus on improved culiurl
and harvest maEmagemenl could ﬂgnlli-
cantly reduce the vehmicer problem

Potato Leaf roll Considerations
[ a second presentation, “Factors
Affecting the Incidence of Potato Leaf

roll Virus in the Columbia Basin,™
Thomton showed pictures of seed-bome
leaf roll damage in the field, imeleding
penioes with net necrosis.

The beafl roll issue is serious, he said,
painting to the percentage of seed lots
infiected at the WSLU Othello research
trials. While kast yvear’s overall perecnt-
ape was “fairly consis-
tem” wath 1994, the
changing faetor 15 the
percenmpe of the il
that i mod Ruaser
Burkank seed and the
pereentage of the
Russer Burbank sieed
thinn 315 infiecred with
FLEY, he said, Over
tiime there has been a
reduciion in Kussel
Burbank seed planted
el pn anerease in early
processange and
Morkaedah vaneties,
The actual Hussel
Burbank acreage in the
Coluimban Basin has no
dechined, Thomion
said, bt the percentage
ofl Bussef Burbanks
mow infected with
PLEY has been
mereasing. What has changed is that
misre Morkotnhs and early processing
varieties are being grown thion in the pas
and many of these polatoes ore not being
trewted for aphid commol.

The WELT Otheilo tnals reveal the
chuallenge, he suid. In 1998, for example,
two Russel Burbank lots werne infected
with leal rell, while in 1994 that numbe
had swelled o 26 Dulmh the samme 1me
frume. early processing varieties
infected with the virus remained the
sane as the woal before, 15

It is incormeet (0 assuimne, however,
that the increasing Norkotah aml carly
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